
AUGUST 10, 1895.] J ,ieutifi, jmeritlu. 
THE AQUA AERIAL TROLLEY. a ten horse power motor, the current being supplied 

Those seeking means to amuge the public at �easide from a dynamo run by an engine in a rear building. 
resorts through novel and inexpensive methods have Our illustrations represent the manner in which the 
at Coney Island a most promising location for the ex- boat is suspended from the motor trolley, a friction 
ploitation of their ideas. Its proximity to New York brake and gear upon a shaft connected with the motor 
and Brooklyn causes it to be visited daily during the allowing the operator to raise and lower the boat at 
summer season by many thousands of excursionists, it will, with any load which the boat may happen to have 
being but an hour's sail on well appointed steamers on. One of the views represents the boat so lowered 
through the beautiful New York Bay and the Narrows, near the beach. The traction upon the cable of the 
or a little more than a half hour's ride by numerous pulleys from which the motor car is suspended is at 
railroad routes. It is to what is known as the " West all times effective, from one end of the cable to the 

Longevity and Activity. 

An item in an exchange reminds us that great men 
usually carry their full mental vigor and activity into 
their great old age. M. Chevreul, M. De Lesseps, 
Gladstone and Bismarck are evidences of this anthro
pological fact. Pius IX, although living in tempestu
ous times, reached a great age in full possession of all 
his faculties, and the dramatist Crebillon composed 
his last dramatic piece at the advanced age of ninety
four years, while Michael Angelo was still composing 
his great canvaHes at the still greater age of ninety-

AQUA AERIAL TROLLEY -STARTING OUT. AQUA AERIAL TROLLEY-LETTING DOWN BOAT ON THE BEACH. 

- End" of the island that the masses, intent on an out- other, and the motion is steady and even, although in 
ing of only a day, or perhaps of a few hours, at but going up the steeper inclines, as the car approaches 
slight expense, find their way in the greatest numbers. either end, the motion is slower. The motor car itself, 
It is here that a large building was erected for amuse- however, was used to carry out the five tons of counter
ment purposes in the form of a gigantic elephant, where weight used on the suspended platform, the car travel
a three hundred feet high tower, with commodious ele- ing to the very apex of the shears, and the platform 
vators, affords the visitor an extended sea and land view, being 30 feet beyond the shears, at the point where the 
where the Boy ton water toboggan slide was this year weight was deposited. In the regular trips of the trol
put in operation, where numerous gravity roads with ley the boat is carried at a height which will just es
tortuous curves and dizzy inclinations vie with minia- cape touching the tops of the breakers, for a high roller 
ture elevator wheels in humble imitation of the great might otherwise prove uncomfortable to the passen
one erected at Chicago, and where the merry-go-rounds gers, and a pause of a few minutes is made at the 
and a thousand lesser attractions and shows are pro- outer terminus, to give the occupants of the boat 
vided for the crowds, all of them with an accompani- a view of the sea and shore from their vantage 
ment of noise which would in bllt few cases pass for point. 
rousic. It is here that the 
aqua aerial trolley, shown 
in our views, has been 
erected, and it bas already 
proved itself to be quite an 
attraction. It has been 
put up and is being operat
ed by W. F. Brothers, me
chanical engineer, of this 
city. 

eight, and Titian at ninety still painted with all the 
vigor of his earlier years. The A ustrian general Melas 
was still in the saddle and active at eighty, and would 
have probably won Marengo but for the inopportune 
arrival f)f Desaix-. The Venetian Doge Henry Dandolo, 
born in the beginning of the eleventh century, and 
having lost his eyesight through the treachery of the 
Greek Emperor, Manuel, when a young man while on 
an embassy to Constantinople, was, nevertheless, sub
SEquently raised to the highest office in the republic, 
and although blind still managed successfully to con
duct various wars, and at the advanced age of eighty
three in alliance with the French besieged and cap. 
tured Constantinople. Fontenelle was as gay spirited 
at ninety-eight as ir: his fortieth year, and the philoso

pher Newton worked away 
at his tasks at the age of 
eighty-three with the same 
ardor that animated his 
physical prime. Cornaro 
was as happy at ninety as 
at fifty and in far better 
health at the age of ninety
five than he had enjoyed 
at thirty. These cases all 
tend to show the value and 
benefits to be derived from 
an a c ti v e l  y cultivated 
brain in making a long life 
one of comfort and of use
fulness to its owner. The 
brain and spirits need 
never grow old, even if our 
bodies will insist on get· 
ting rickety and in falling 
by the wayside, but an 
abstemious life will even 
drag that old body along 
to centen!trian limits in a 
tolerable state of preserv
ation and of usefulness. 

The cable over which 
the trolley travels is 1% 
inches in diameter and 825 
feet long. It is attached 
at its outer or seaward end 
to the apex of a pair of 
anchored shears, inclined 
outward at an angle of 
about 90 degrees, the tim
bers of the shears being 
each 104 feet long. The tops 
of the shears are from 60to 
65 feet above the surface 
of the water, according to 
the state of thl' tide, and 
to help to counteract the 
strain of the. cable upon 
them a weight of five tons, 
consisting of bags of sand, 
is suspended upon a plat
form from their highest 
point. At the land end 
the cable passes over bear· 
ings of a corresponding 
height and is made fast 
around piles in the rear of 
the trolley house. The 
motor, suspended in a 
frame close to the pulleys 
by which it is supported 
from the cable, weighs 
1,200 pounds, the frame 
also carrying the operator, 
and the current being reo 
ceived through a small 
trolley traveling upon a 
separate conductor. It is THE AQUA AERIAL TROLLEY-A CONEY ISLAND ATTRACTION. 

The above list can be 
lengthened out with an in· 
definite number of names, 
but it is sufficiently long to 
show whlltgood spirits and 
an active brain will do to 
llghten up the weight of 
old age. When we contem
plate the Doge Dandolo 
at eighty-three animating 
his troops from the deck 
of his galley, and the brave 
old blind King of Bohemia 
falling in the thickest of 
the fray at Creey, it would 
seem as if there was no ex
cuse for either physical, 
mental, or moral decrepi
tude short of the age of 
fourscore and ten.-Nat. 
Pop. Review. 
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